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There we have learned: [One may pile up all his dung together. R. 
Meir forbids, unless it is heaped in a special place, three 
handbreadths above or below ground level. If he had only a little, 
he may go ahead and pile it on the field.] R. Eleazar b. Azariah 
forbids, unless it is heaped in a special place three handbreadths 
above or below ground level [so that it not appear to be manuring 
the field], or it is laid on rocky ground [M. Sheb. 3:3]. 


One may interpret this matter in two ways: 


In one, it is a case in which the farmer had a small amount of manure 
stored at home on the eve of the Seventh Year. He wants to take it out 
into his field in the Seventh Year. Lo, he may continue adding to this 
manure once those who carry on ordinary labor have ceased [so that he 
cannot be thought to be cultivating his field during the Seventh Year]. 


R.Eleazar b. Azariah declares it forbidden. 
[E] What is the reason for the view of R. Eleazar b. Azariah? 


[F] Perhaps he will not find sufficient manure [to make piles of 
appropriate size, which indicates that the manure is stored, not 
used for fertilizing the field], and he will turn out to be merely 
manuring that spot [on which he is storing the manure]. 
[Accordingly, Eleazar requires the manure to be stored in such a 
way that it cannot possibly fertilize the spot on which it is located. ] 


[G] The view of R. Eleazar b. Azariah accords with the opinion of R. 
Yosé. Just as R. Yosé has said, “Manure is not readily available,” 
so R. Eleazar b. Azariah has said, “Manure is not readily 
available.” 


There is yet a second possible explanation for the cited passage. 


It is a case in which he had a small amount of manure stored at home 
on the eve of the Seventh Year, and he wants to take it out into his 
field during the Seventh Year. Lo, he may continue adding to this 
manure, once those who perform labor in the fields have ceased to do 
so. 


R. Eleazar b. Azariah prohibits. 
[K] What is the reason of R. Eleazar b. Azariah? 


[L] Perhaps he will not find sufficient manure [as above], so that he 
will turn out to be manuring that spot. 


